
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

France and Germany, leading economic partners 

 

Paris, January 20, 2023 – The 60th anniversary of the Élysée Treaty, signed by President Charles de 

Gaulle and Chancellor Konrad Adenauer, which will be held on January 22, 2023 in Paris, is an 

opportunity for Business France to recall the importance of the bilateral economic relations that exist 

between our two countries. 

The economic link that unites France and Germany is a particularly strong and enduring one. Indeed, 

Germany remains by far France’s leading trading partner. According to French Customs Authority data 

from 2021, Franco-German trade accounts for 13.9% of France’s total trade, compared with 8% with 

its other partners, such as China, Italy or Belgium. 

In 2021, Germany regained its place as the leading foreign investor in France, with nearly 300 projects 

and 8,000 jobs created or maintained, equivalent to 18% of all foreign projects and jobs recorded. 

Unsurprisingly, it is the leading investor to create jobs in manufacturing activities. The presence of 

German businesses in France is significant, with more than 3,000 subsidiaries present in the country, 

subsidiaries which employ nearly 325,000 people. 

In 2021, Germany remained the leading destination market for French goods exports, with some 

40,609 French firms having exported to Germany, amounting to €68.9 billion, equivalent to more than 

14% of French exports. The country represents an essential market for SMEs and mid-sized companies 

looking to export. The German market remains the leading destination market for French exports 

(14.2%). 

Germany is the country in Europe for which the most French SMEs and mid-size companies have 

requested support from Business France. 

Business France supported nearly 900 interns for the VIE International Internship Program working in 

Germany in 2022 on behalf of 223 French businesses, the fourth largest contingent for the Business 

France network, after Belgium, the United States and Canada. Some 9,388 VIE interns have completed 

their mission in Germany since the program was created. 

The VIE International Internship Program, which offers participants a unique status in the world, 

enables young people to carry out a professional assignment abroad and gives French businesses the 

human resources to develop their export activities. 

“As we celebrate the 60th anniversary of the Elysée Treaty, it’s worth remembering that the Franco-

German relationship is a priority for France. The economic ties that unite our two countries are strong 

and there are numerous synergies. The challenges that we face force us to re‑invent and renew 

ourselves, to stay focused on tomorrow. This is the meaning behind the “France 2030” plan, where 

German businesses that have chosen France have their own place here,” said Laurent Saint-Martin, 

Chief Executive Officer at Business France. 

  



About Business France 

Business France is the national agency supporting the international development of the French 

economy, responsible for fostering export growth by French businesses, as well as promoting and 

facilitating international investment in France. 

It promotes France’s companies, business image and nationwide attractiveness as an investment 

location, and also runs the VIE international internship program. 

Business France has nearly 1,500 personnel, both in France and in 55 countries throughout the world, 

who work with a network of partners. 

Since January 2019, as part of the reform of the state support system for exports, Business France has 

given private-sector partners responsibility for supporting French SMEs and mid-size companies in the 

following markets: Belgium, Hungary, Morocco, Norway, the Philippines and Singapore. 

For further information, please visit: www.businessfrance.fr @businessfrance 
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